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edge of Sydney, the area of Sydney's largest 








services of sophisticated industrial societies. 
Australia, implied the Murray Committee, 
must follow suit, sinceRussia, the United 
States and the United Kingdom have all 
been making tremendous provision for 
several decades...'. The report made no 
simplistic linkage of education with 
economic growth, although this position 
was not inconsistent with the prevailing 

Martin Committee however made the link 


capital and recurrent expenditure. Thus in 
1957 States' grants amounted to £7.3m, the 
Commonwealth gave £4.2m. In 1963 the 
proportions were reversed, the States 
giving £20.7m and the Commonwealth 
































Until 1962 completing a 
degree meant a transfer 
to Kensington 
















in 1958 advocating the establishment of a 
separate University College. Mathews was 
aware that the parent university had asked 


Mayoral appeal to public 
raises $50,000 

As it turned out the committee thought the 
money would be better spent at Newcastle 

immediately set about soliciting donations 
for a College from local industry. In 1959 
Lysaghts, BHP, the Electrolytic Refining & 
Smelting Co., Australian Iron & Steel and 
Metal Manufactures between them 
donated £138,000 for university buildings 
at Northfields Avenue, North Wollongong. 


UNSW was required to implement the 
complete building program or the money 
would be withdrawn. 

By early 1960 the Mayoral Appeal had 
raised a further £50,000. In the end Ken- 

El 85,000 from the State and Federal 
governments. With the original building 
plan reduced by nearly half (largely by the 
omission of the lecture theatre), Kensington 

began building on the former O'Leary dairy 

Thus the College began because of an 

combined with local initiative, but the act 
of foundation was to be one of the last in 
which the University and the State govern- 

Later, the Wollongong Staff Association, 
in its pursuit of autonomy, exploited this 
federal dominance, appealing to Malcolm 

Prime Minister and former holder of that 

University's origins based 
on technical education 


















the British colonial service benefited the 
cause Jim Hagan had organised trainee 
teachers for the militant New South Wales 



Staff Association, since the dispute was 
about the working conditions of members. 

sity. Part of the task of the Staff Association 
was to promote the work of universities 
and preserve their independence and in¬ 
tegrity. Autonomy was a means to this end. 

opportunity to air their views about the 
ideal university. There was a range of ideas. 



emphasised in yet more radical directions 
the tendencies of confirmed democrats. The 
normal desire of academic staff to be self- 
governing, to participate in shaping and 
implementing policy, was thwarted by the 







































the University, a partial solution was at hand: 
amalgamation with the former Wollongong 

of Advanced Education (CAE) on the 
neighbouring site. 

In 1962 Wollongong Teachers' College, like 
the University, opened on the Northfields 
Avenue site; 158 student teachers attended 
the opening assembly at Keira Boys' High. 
The first lectures were held in the Technical 

Teachers' College moved to buildings on 
its own site in November 1962. It was 
another two years before all the buildings 
were finished and the College was officially 
opened in October 1965. 


high schools and the Technical College the 
vision was then nearing fulfilment. The 

Wollongong Conservatorium meant that 
the plan which Mathews presented in 1943 

which he had envisaged. Unfortunately 
the spatial unity of this cluster of educa¬ 
tional activities was destroyed by the 
freeway dividing University and Teach¬ 
er's Colleges from the high schools and the 
Technical College. But two of the post¬ 
secondary institutions were in effect on the 


When the merger finally took place in 1982 
a large portion of the WIE was kept together 
and named the Institute sector, the rest of 
the University being referred to as the 
Faculty sector. 

Affiliation 

part of Wollongong's submission to the 
AUC for the 1973-1975 triennium. In 1971 


working party to investigate its implemen- 
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of others on campuses all over Australia. 

Secretary Wolf Rittau, who was also 
Secretary of the Students' Union. In 
September the Club voted to send aid to 
the National Liberation Front (NLF), the 
political arm of the Vietcong with whom 
Australia was officially at war. Conserva- 

from using the Union for its meeting. 
Parnell censured the Labour Club and tried 

Union, even though the Club Secretary, 
Wolf Ri ttau, was also secretary of the Union. 



denial of the right of free speech. The ban 
was eventually withdrawn. 


1970 that the College would be independent 

continued their protests about local short¬ 
comings, which they attributed mainly to 
Kensington's financial stringency. The 
library was a major grievance. In March 

there. As former Arts student Kerrie Ingold 
recalls, most joined in an all-night poker 
game which raised $60 for the book fund. 
The appointment in 1969 of a student 
representative (Helen Beacham, President 
of the Student's Union) to the first Wollon¬ 
gong University College Council, ensured 

























1968. They were then subdivided and 
expanded into Engineering and Metal¬ 
lurgy; Biological and Chemical Sciences; 
Physical Sciences; Commerce; Language 
and General Studies; and Social Sciences. 
Departments of Arts and Commerce, and 
General Studies were added in 1964. 
Geology was introduced in 1963 and 
Geography in 1966. UNSW had delayed 
the introduction of Geography at Wollon¬ 
gong, mainly because it did not offer such 

It was July 1968 before UNSW decided to 
grant Wollongong a greater degree of self- 
determination and replace the Advisory 
Committee with a Board of Studies. At the 
same time UNSW agreed to the establish¬ 
ment of a College Council, which first met 
in May 1969. The Board of Studies was in 
turn replaced by the Interim Academic Senate 


needs dictated that courses at Wollongong 


engineering. But there also developed local 


agement. In July 1960 A A Parish, manager 
of AI&S, wrote to Vice-Chancellor Baxter 


Commerce degree. Then in September 
1961, Rex Connor, MLA, raised the issue 
of the introduction of Arts and Commerce 
at the new University College. He did so 

:ondary-level teacher-trainii 


































BUILDINGS AND SITE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE EIGHTIES 



T HE greatest rate of progress in new 
buildings in the history of the Uni¬ 
versity took place in the Eighties. 


keys to this transformation. It is true that no 
new buildings were started in the first three 


Engineering/Science (1986), Administra¬ 
te!), General-purpose Academic (1991), 
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